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!56 Publications of the 

Two Bright Meteors, June 24 and June 29, 1898. 

On the morning of June 24, at i h 17™ 53 s P. S. T., a very 
brilliant meteor was seen to pass southeast through the constel- 
lations Cassiopeia and Perseus, bursting a little southwest of the 
star y Persei. This meteor was a brilliant bluish-white, and 
fully ten times as bright as Venus at the present time. 

At 8" i6 m 26 s P. S. T., in the evening of June 29th, while it 
was yet very bright twilight, an unusually large meteor was seen 
in the southwest. When first seen it was at an altitude of about 
20 above the horizon. It passed slowly toward the west, mak- 
ing a small angle with the horizontal, disappearing almost due 
west and but little above the horizon. A few seconds after it was 
first noticed several fragments were thrown off — the main body 
being diminished but little in brightness, however, and continu- 
ing in the same course. 

It was of the usual brilliant bluish- white type, and fully twenty 
to thirty times as bright as Venus, which was visible in the north- 
west. The meteor was seen for eight seconds — the time given 
being that of disappearance. C. D. Perrine. 

Mt. Hamilton, Cal., 1898, June 30. 

Comet c 1898 (Coddington). 

A letter, dated June 16, 1898, received from Harvard College 
Observatory, states that photographs of Comet Coddington 
were obtained at the Harvard College Observatory by Mr. King 
on June 14 and 15, 1898. A measurement by Mr. Wendell 
of the light of the nucleus of this comet showed that its intrinsic 
brightness was equal to that of a star of magnitude 7.7 when 
spread over a circle one minute of arc in diameter. 

The following letter, dated June 18, 1898, has also been 
received : "A telegram has been received at Harvard College 
Observatory from Professor Kreutz, at Kiel Observatory, stating 
that the following elements and ephemeris* of Comet c 1898 
were computed by Berberich: — 

T = 1898, August 4.44 G. M. T. 

<a = 206° 09' 

n = 73 59 
i = 76 48 
q = 2.0821 " 



'The ephemeris is here omitted. 
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Elements of Comet e 1898 (Perrine). 

From the Mt. Hamilton observations of June 14, 15 and 16, 
we have computed the following elements of Comet e, 1898: — 

T = 1898, August 17.400. 

f Ecliptic and 

— 20 5 55 \ Mean Equmox of I g Q 8. 

i— 69 42 23 ; 

log q = 9.87026 
Residuals for the middle place, (O— C): 
A X = + 2", A fi = - 5". 

C. D. Perrine and R. G. Aitken. 

Elements of Comet 1898 g (Giacobini). 

This comet was discovered by Mr. Giacobini, of the Nice 
Observatory, June 18th. From the Nice observation of June 
19th, and my observations of June 23d and 27th, I have com- 
puted the following elements of the orbit: — 

T = 1898 July 25.84828 G. M. T. 
<*= 22° 41' 26". 5 J Eclipticand 

12 — 278 17 30 .3 > Mean Equ i nox f 1898.0 
i = 166 50 58 . 1 ) 
log? = 0.175956 
(O-C): AX' cos /3' = - i".8; A/3' = -f- 2".i 

The comet is telescopic. When discovered it had a stellar 
nucleus of about the 9th magnitude and scarcely a trace of a tail. 
It was then near opposition, and consequently its tail was very 
unfavorably situated for observation. The comet has been dimin- 
ishing in brightness; it has also been moving rapidly westward, 
and by the end of the present month it will be reaching a position 
unfavorable for observation. 

On the evening of July 14th, I examined the comet with the 
36-inch refractor and found the nucleus small, stellar in appear- 
ance, and not brighter than a star of the nth magnitude. The 
coma was some 30" or 40" in diameter and a well-developed tail, 
some 5' or 6' in length, was visible. The tail was narrow, toler- 
ably bright near the nucleus, but becoming rapidly fainter as the 
distance from the nucleus increased. W. J. Hussey. 

July 18, 1898. 



